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We are very pleased to offer this newsletter to
our customers. We also welcome any feedback
on the contents. Please let us know how we are
doing! Also, feel free to email your suggestions,
ideas, and any questions to: bigtoolbox@aol.com
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The two most important factors for successfully
growing a live potted tree are not to allow the
root ball to dry out and avoid keeping the tree
indoors too long. We recommend no longer than
five (5) days. -diglht’ s
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planting hole, as the ground can be frozen in late
December and early January. You can keep the
potted tree in the garage for a few days before
bringing it indoors, but frequently check the root
ball to ensure that it stays moist, but not soggy.
After Christmas, the tree can again be placed in
the garage for a few days before planting
outdoors. While indoors, decorate the tree with
small lights, which generate less heat, and place it
away from sources of heat like fireplaces and heat
vents. Secrets to success:

x  Gradually introduce your living tree from
outside to inside over three (3) to four (4)
days, via the garage or enclosed porch. A tree
that is dormant and exposed to immediate
warmth will start to grow. You want to avoid
any quick resumption of growth.

X Spray tree with an anti-dessicant spray, like
Wilt-Pruf. This particular product will not only
reduce needle loss, but will also contain the
loss of valuable moisture loss to a climate
controlled home.

X Consider placing the tree in any type of
decorative pot with a saucer to collect water.
The container will also serve to stabilize the
tree and confines water and needles into a
more manageable and cleanable space.

X Leave inside no longer than five (5) days.
Never add nutrients or fertilizers as that may
initiat e gr owt h, whi ch
in a dormant tree.

x  Carefully introduce tree back outside using
the reverse acclimation procedure and plat as
instructed in our Colorado Planting Guide.
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Keep leaves, twigs and other debris out of
your pond. Use a mesh pond netting to cover
your pond. If a net is not used it is important
to remove leaves as some leaves can turn the
water brown and can be toxic to fish. You can
add a product called Microbe-Lift
Autumn/Winter Prep, to help accelerate the
decomposition of leaves, scum, sediment and
other organic matter during the fall and
winter months. Microbe-Lift Autumn/Winter

Prep will also jump start your pond to a
healthier environment in the spring.

As the water temperature drops your fish will
become less active. At water temperatures
below 50 degrees fish become almost
motionless, hibernating in the deepest and
warmest part of the pond. Fish are the most
attractive at this time of the year because the
decrease in the water temperatures
intensifies their coloration.

Feeding schedule for fish according to water
temperature, use a pond thermometer to
monitor the temperature. For instance:

60-65 degrees —twice a day
55-59 degrees —once a day
50-54 degrees — once a week
42-50 degrees —feed only
Wheat Germ Fish Foods
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Koi need an open area in the ice, which
provides them with an oxygen/gas exchange.
Do not place a pump or air bubbler on the
bottom of the pond as this will result in
warmer water at the bottom being pumped to
the surface resulting in cold or freezing water.

Raise the pump or bubbler well off the

bottom of the pond, or better yet, use the
Thermo-Pond 100 watt energy efficient

floating pond de-icer or one of the many

other de-icers that we offer. The Thermo-

Pond de-icer can save you $30.00-$50.00 a
month in electrietiatnyk
de-icers. Never break a hole in the ice as the
stock could be harmful to the fish.

Unless the pump and filter are to remain in
operation, clean both the filter and the pump
before storing for the winter. Do not store in
the house as the odor could become quite
strong. (Courtesy of webbsonline.com)
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Shrubs are a unique way of adding depth and
character to any garden and are prominent in
vast numbers of landscapes. Because
aesthetics often play a larger role than habitat
suitability in shrub selection, winterizing your
shrubs is an important step in keeping them
healthy and beautiful year after year.
Inclement winter weather, such as snow,
wind, rain, and ice can be harsh enemies of
delicate shrubs. There are, luckily, several
elementary steps every homeowner can take
to protect their bushes from the elements.

1. Prune the Branches

In autumn, pruning the branches of your
shrubs is an excellent preventative measure.
Accumulation of snow or ice throughout the
winter months can cause stress and strain on
your plants and result in breakage. Start by
removing the smaller, weaker branches. The
thicker your branches are at the point where




they attach to the trunk, the more likely they
are to withstand the weight of winter
conditions.

2. Build a Tepee

You can augment the strength of your shrubs
by building a tepee over them.

Start with thin, flexible wood —bamboo rods
work well —and erect them over your shrubs
in a pyramid shape. More rods, running
under the branches of the bushes and tied to
the main tepee structure, can offer additional
support against heavy snow and ice.

If you have a row of shrubs or a hedge, you
can use two thin pieces of plywood to build a
“tesmtaped” structure
measure is especially useful in place where
shrubs may be subject to snow run-off, or
dripping water from icicles.

3. Gather Some Mulch

Piling mulch around the base of your bushes
will prevent the loss of moisture during frosty
weather. Loss of moisture during the winter
months —when shrubs rely mostly on stored
water supplies — can cause browning of
evergreen plants, and reduction of foliage. As
well, mulch will help control rapid
temperature fluctuations. Change in
temperature is demanding on shrubs. During
the daytime the soil around a plant can
expand due to higher temperatures,
contracting again when the sun sets and the
mercury falls. Such variations in temperature
can cause a raising motion in the soil and
di sturb your plant
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4. WrapltUp

Many varieties of commercial use tree wrap
can be purchased from our Greenhouse or
inside the hardware store. It is the most
versatile tool available in the battle against
winter weather. A burlap screen can be
erected, stretched between wooden stakes,
to shield plants from harsh sunlight and
strong gales. A burlap or tree-wrap can also
avert frost cracks from damaging the trunks of
your bushes. Winter sun can cause expansion
of the wood, prompting splits and cracks to
form. As well, tree wraps can also be placed
over a wood-framed tepee to further protect
your tender shrubs.

(Courtesy of treehelp.com)
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9 Plant spring-blooming bulbs such as tulips
and daffodils. Plant them any time from
September in colder regions through
December in warmer climates —as long as
the ground can be easily worked.

9 Rake leaves and dispose of them,
preferably in a compost heap. Failing to
rake leaves can result in a dying or
diseased lawn.

9 Pull up any annual flowers or vegetables
felled by frost. Dispose of these in the
compost heap; if you suspect disease,
throw them in the garbage.

9 Cut back almost to the ground any

r o ot PereRniglgwhose foliage has become

unsightly. The seed heads and dried
foliage of some perennials add interest
during the winter months, while others
just look messy.




1 Weed. Fall action prevents weeds from
getting a head start next spring, saving
you work in the long run.

9 Dig up tender bulbs. Cannas, tuberous
begonias, gladiolus, dahlias and most
othersummer-b | oomi ng bul
survive the winter in USDA Zone 9 and
colder. Store bulbs in vermiculite in a
paper bag in a cool (65 degrees F or
cooler), dry spot.

I Protect roses
Your Roses for
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9 Apply winter mulch to perennials where
winter temperatures generally fall below
minus 10 degrees F. Simply lay a
lightweight organic mulch, such as
shredded autumn leaves, pine needles or
straw, over beds to protect plants from
winter’s extremes.
mulches and whole leaves (which can
mat), since they can suffocate plants.

9 Protect broad-leaved evergreens, such as
rhododendrons and holly, with an
antidesiccant spray. This prevents water
loss from drying winter winds.

9 Water evergreens and small trees and
shrubs if the fall weather is especially dry.
Their foliage and stems need to be nice
and plump to prevent damage from drying
winds now through early spring.

(Courtesy of ehow.com)

1. Worap recently planted young trees or
transplants that may not be completely
hardy after the first hard freeze of the
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year, any time from late October through
November, depending on your growing
zone. Two major reasons to wrap trunks
ar e t o pro tect
tendency of bark to split because of the
heat of the sun on exposed sides of trees

d o ren cold winter days) and winter frostbite

needed
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of young tree bark. Trunks may also be
wrapped but can more effectively be
protected against winter feeding by
rodents with a wire mesh extending two
to three inches into the ground and 18 to

24 inclegabove phe exgecied seow line.

Use commercial tree wrap made of
corrugated paper or other composition
materials, not burlap or black plastic.
Most commercial wrap is gray but if yours
has two sides, wrap with the white side
out to reflect heat and cold. Begin
wrapping at the bottom of the trunk as

A v o iclgse tmtbegundapyatran.c t
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Wrap around the trunk, overlapping as
you go. Wrap to the first or second
“structur al
grow at---and define---the base of the
crown of the tree). Wrap around any
small branches and guide wires on the
trunk. Wait until late winter to prune

t hese * br an cthemh et will
open wounds that may lose water during
winter when the tree needs it desperately.
Secure ends with tape, never wire, rope or
garden twist ties.

Remove the tree wrap as early as the
ground begins to warm in the spring in
climates where winters are bitterly cold to
avoid trapped moisture that may
contribute to mold and virus growth or
provide a breeding area for insects.
Where winters are warm or the wrap is
used to deter marauding rodents, loosen

t hem

branch




the wrap along the bark to provide air
circulation. (Courtesy of ehow.com)
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Extremes- By Marie lannotti, About.com

All roses need some attention going into
winter. Winter weather in zones 6 and below
can really challenge rose bushes, particularly
the hybrid teas. Shrub roses are hardier and
can pretty much fend for themselves, but the
hybrid teas and other modern hybrids are a
little fussier. Here are some tips for winter

rose survival, starting with zones 6 and below.

1. Coax Them Into Dormancy

Stop feeding and pruning your roses around
the end of August, to discourage tender, new
growth that will suffer from winter damage.
Leave the last of the flowers on, to turn into
hips. The hips are
producic ng seed pods, t
done for the season and can start to go
dormant.

2. Make Sure the Rose Bushes are Well
Watered

After the first frost, thoroughly water the soil
around your rose bush. Once the ground
freezes, the bush has to take care of itself, so
give it a good soaking going into winter.

3. Prevent Problems from Over-Wintering
Neat the Rose Bush

Remove all fallen leaves to prevent diseases
and insects from overwintering. If the leaves
were healthy, you can go ahead and compost
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them. But if you had a problem with a fungus,
like black spot, or an insect infestation,
dispose of the leaves and get them out of
your yard.

4. Protect the Graft Union.

dzaAReSacoumenpphard freegey; MGy 12
inches of compost around the crown of the
plant, to protect the roots and the graft union
where the rose species you are growing is
attached to a hardy root stock. The graft
should be at or just below the soil surface. IN
a mild winter, you could also circle the rose
with wire and stuff this cage with leaves or

mul c h. Don’t try t
rose bush mulch. Moving it could expose or
di sturb the roots.

in the Greenhouse.
5. Special Care for Climbing Roses
Climbing roses are at risk from strong, drying

winds. To protect the canes of canes of
climbers, either wrap the canes together

t h e bungliggsomething likestgaw ¢n ghg aitside

he

r ofer wsulyion ®rmemevethegages fron theirg
trellis or support and lay them on the ground.
Then tie the canes together and secure them
to the ground with landscape pins. Protect
with a layer of mulch.

6. Winter Rose Care in USDA Zones 7 & 8

Zones 7 & 8 always stand the chance of a
freeze and maybe even some snow. The graft
union would benefit from protection, but it
need not be as heavy as for zones 6 and
below. Mounding with leaves or a shredded
mulch should suffice. However, the rule
about discontinuing pruning at the end of
summer holds for zones 7 & 8 too.
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verage Annual
Minimum Temperature
Temperature (F) Zone

Balow -S0 1
4500 -0 2a
40w-45 | |2b
-ESw-40 | | 3a
e 1] e b
~25t0-20 da
M-S db
-15t0-20 6a
-0t -15 | 5b
-Sto-10 6a
Ota-5 8b
Stol 7a
10S b
1Sto 10 fa
20wis [ | ap
S50 8a
WS | | %
B0 10a
0035 10b
40+ 1

SEE YOU NEXT ISSUE!

£NEW ITEMS IN THE GREENHOUSE
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Hydroponic Gardening Systems

Raised Gardens and Beds

Straw Bales - $6.99 while supplies last
Wonderful gift ideas & collectibles

Paper White Bulbs & Assortment of Vases
Amaryllis (Large Variety) — Great GIFT IDEA
50% off Fall/Halloween items

Large Selection of Fall Bulbs —30% OFF
Everything for HOLIDAY DECORATING
Lighted Artificial Trees/Wreaths — All Sizes

Large Assortment of Indoor House Plants




